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              Fall 2008   

 

Scholarship and Creative Arts Day Huge Success 

The first annual Scholarship and Creative Arts Day (SCAD) was held on April 22, 2008 (Earth Day).  This 

day has been set aside for the College community to gather and celebrate the accomplishments of our stu-

dents.  The College was excited when Dr. Jane Cavender, Professor of Biology and Chair of the SCAD 

planning committee announced that the keynote speaker for the day would be the well-known scientist Bill 

Nye the Science Guy.  Many of the students remember him from their childhood when he had a popular 

television show which aired on PBS from 1993 to 1997.  Twenty-one Biology students presented posters 

displaying the research they are doing with their faculty mentors.  Biology students who made presenta-

tions include:  Wilmirlandy Besson, Stephanie Bireley, Erin Doyle, Lindsey Evans, Rebecca Holler, 

Stephen Hurst, Taylor Jones, Matthew Kochuba, Tara Lauer, Jeff Mastrangelo, Jason Matakas, Angela 

Mitchell, Jasmine Myers, Michael Nelson, Peter Northrop, Janet Richards, Suren Rajakaruna, Michele 

Saul, Lisa Sether, Ariana Tan and Michael Wagner. 

Student ñstaphersò from the Biology and 

Chemistry Departments pose with Bill Nye 

during his visit to the College in April 
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Greetings Biology Alumni! 

 

On behalf of the students and faculty, I hope this newsletter finds you well.  Another year 

is underway and there are many exciting updates from Elizabethtown.  In the past year, 

student research was highlighted in the first ever Scholarship and Creative Arts Day.  As 

youôll read in the pages that follow, our students are pursuing internships and research 

projects not only with our faculty, but around the country.  In one longer profile, Derek 

Faust ô10 describes his spring semester in the Turks and Caicos Islands.   

 

This fall we welcomed Dr. David Bowne to the department.  Dr. Bowne brings his expertise in spatial analy-

sis and conservation ecology to the department.  Dave replaces Professor Ron Laughlin who retired in May 

after 40 years of service to our students.  And while Ron has retired, he has not stopped teaching; we are 

happy to have both Ron and Jim Dively back this fall teaching introductory labs. 

 

Congratulations to Dr. Debra Wohl who was awarded a $197,000 grant from the National Institutes of Health 

for her research investigating the linkage between antibiotics in mothers giving birth and eczema in their chil-

dren. In a time of extremely tight competition for federal grants, Debôs success is outstanding.  Congratula-

tions also to Erin Fisher ô08 who was awarded a NCAA Post Graduate Scholarship acknowledging her suc-

cessful academic and athletic career at Elizabethtown.  

 

And lastly, congratulations to Dr. Connie Chronister ô81 who is this yearôs recipient of the Dr. Charles S. 

Farver-Apgar and Dr. Bessie D. Apgar Biology Alumni award recognizing her achievements in the field of 

optometry. 

 

Many of our studentsô achievements would be impossible without the continuing support of our alumni, and 

thanks to all of you who have made not only our new home in the Lyet Wing for Biological Sciences a real-

ity, but to all of you who help provide support in other ways including helping to fund our summer student 

research program.   I look forward to seeing many of you at Homecoming. 

From the Chairé 

Dr. Thomas E. Murray 

A word of thanksé. 
 

On April 12, 2008, The Biology Department celebrated the career of a dedi-

cated faculty member Professor Ron Laughlin who retired after the spring 

semester.  Ron joined the Biology Department in 1968 and during the past 

forty years, he taught thousands of students in courses including Plant Taxon-

omy, General Ecology, the Plants and People First Year Seminar, and others.  

Countless students also benefitted through the years from his counsel and ad-

vice. 

 

His service to the Department includes twelve years as Department Chair.  He 

helped establish both the Forestry Program and the Environmental Science 

Major and has lovingly maintained the greenhouse collection throughout his 

career.  Ronôs service and leadership to the Biology Department, the College 

and generations of our students is most gratefully appreciated. 

Professor Laughlin was presented with a gift 

by Kristen Taddonio, ó09 on behalf of the biol-

ogy students at the Annual Biology Banquet 


