
Fall 2007 

Volume 4, Issue 1 

Department of Chemistry 

& Biochemistry Newsletter 

  

Stambaugh Award 2 

 

Faculty News 3-6 

Student News 7-9 

Student Affiliates 10 

  
E-Mailbag 11 

  

  

Inside this issue: 

From the Chair  

Greetings once again!  Fall is in the air and that means itôs time to prepare for 
the fourth issue of our departmental newsletter.  We continue to change and 

grow.  There are some personnel changes and some construction news.  We 

have a lot of news to relate about our students, alumni, and faculty.  So sit 

back and peruse. 

We have one more faculty change (and I hope we can finally take a break 

from this activity for a while).  We conducted a search for a full-time organic 

chemistry professor last year.  Among the applicants, we were most impressed by Dr. James 
MacKay.  We made him an offer and we are pleased to announce that he accepted.  James  

received his bachelorôs degree from Miami University, went on to earn a PhD from the      

University of Michigan, and was working as an American Cancer Society post-doctoral fellow 
at the University of Chicago before coming to Elizabethtown.  He arrived on campus around 

July 1 and has been working hard getting settled in, setting up his lab, and  preparing for his 

classes. 

Of course, this meant we had to say good-bye to our visiting professor, Dr. Leah Eller.  
She did a great job teaching our students last year, setting a respectable standard for them and   

putting in a huge amount of her own time and energy helping them achieve that standard.  I 

truly appreciate the work she did and I am happy to report that she has taken a position as a 

tenure-track organic chemist at St. Maryôs College of Maryland. 

We are hosting two regional meetings this coming year.  The 41st annual meeting of 

the Mid-Atlantic Association of Liberal Arts Chemistry Teachers (MAALACT) will be held 
at Elizabethtown on November 2-3, 2007.  Dr. Kristi Kneas has been doing a fantastic job  

organizing the event.  This yearôs theme will be visualization in chemistry.  This will be an 

excellent venue for the MoleCVUE consortium, a group that was instituted by John Ranck.  In 

the spring, we will be hosting the 71st Intercollegiate Student Chemistsô Convention on April 
19, 2008.  Some of you may remember making presentations at this meeting while you were 

students.  Dr. Charles Schaeffer is organizing this event. 

The new Lyet wing for Biological Sciences in the Masters Center for Science,         
Mathematics and Engineering (what a mouthful!) is now open and our colleagues in the     

Biology Department have moved in.  We see many of them in the hallways now and I look 

forward to more and closer interactions with them in the future. 

We had an unusually small class graduate this year ï just one student.  Adam J. (AJ)   
Fleisher decided to go to graduate school.  He was accepted at all six schools to which he   

applied and he decided on the University of Pittsburgh.  Good luck, AJ.  Fortunately, weôve 

got healthier numbers of students in the upcoming classes.  Youôll hear more about them in 

this and future  newsletters. 

Please read through the newsletter; there is a lot of news I hope youôll find of interest.  

Let us continue to get your comments. 

Gary Hoffman  

Gary Hoffman 
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2007 Stambaugh Award Winner announced  

This yearôs recipient of the O. F. Stambaugh    

Chemistry Alumni award is Anne Keuhnelian 

Schwarz.  The award was presented during the 2007 

Homecoming festivities.  This award is presented 

annually to recognize distinguished professional 

achievement in chemistry or medicine by an      

alumnus.  Anne graduated from Elizabethtown    

College, magna cum laude, in 1964 with a B.S. in 

Chemistry and went on to obtain an M.S. in      

Chemistry degree from  the University of Michigan 

in 1966.   

     In   her senior year at Elizabethtown College she 

was one of only 12 in the nation who received the 

Chemical and Engineering News National Merit 

Scholar Award.  Anne has since dedicated her life to 

teaching, primarily to nursing students.  As Anne 

puts it, she entered a ñworld of teaching chemistry to 

those who donôt want to be there, donôt see any use 

for it, and are sure they cannot possibly learn it.ò  

Anne truly exemplifies the tradition of Educate for  

Service.  The   Department of Chemistry and          

 

 

Biochemistry at Elizabethtown College is proud to 

present the Stambaugh Award to Anne. 

     Anne and spouse Leland live in Bothall, WA. 

 

Chemical Interactions  

Dr. Gary Hoffman, Chair, Department of Chemistry &              
Biochemistry presents Anne Keuhnelian Schwarz with  the       

Stambaugh Award. 




