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The power of career planning


Fall

· Draft your resume and have it reviewed by Career Services and/or a faculty member. 

· Research companies of interest. Federal/state employers and competitive career fields have early closing dates, some application deadlines are in early fall for summer internships. 

· Register on Jobs for Jays and sign up for any interviews for which you may be qualified.  Check with Academic Departments about internships and/or research opportunities.   Create other job search agents to receive updates of opportunities. 
· Create your networking list, elevator speech, and participate in any campus events which may help you develop networking contacts.

· Attend the Capital Region Internship and Co-Op Fair – Typically held in October at Penn State Harrisburg in the Capital Union Building.   For a listing of companies, go to:  www.messiah.edu/crif/ .     Get business cards and follow up with employers of interest to you. 

· Research employers at home and make connections for possible interviews/networking meetings over the break.   Meet with Career Services about Alumni Connections. 

January Break
· If you are seeking positions at home, this is a great time to network or contact employers.  

· Use this time to apply online or follow up on opportunities for which you have already applied. 

Spring

· If you have not already submitted applications, begin ASAP.  

· Prepare for interviews by having a mock interview with a member of Career Services, alumnus, networking/employer contact.

· Participate in Job Fairs:

· Central Pennsylvania Employment Consortium, usually in early February,  Radisson Hotel,1150 Camp Hill Bypass, Camp Hill, PA 
· Elizabethtown Annual Job and Internship Fair, held in mid to late March, Thompson Gym 

Check the Career Services Website for details regarding dates for job/internship fairs and other professional development workshops.

