
Stephen E. Scott, Research and Administrative Associate at the
Young Center for Anabaptist and Pietist Studies, died unexpectedly
on December 28, 2011. His funeral was held on January 2, 2012.

Steve was born on April 12, 1948, in Portsmouth, Ohio, and grew up in Beavercreek, Ohio. He
attended Cedarville College and Wright State University in Ohio. His religious convictions led
him to become a pacifist and he did alternative service at Lancaster Mennonite School starting
in 1969. While living in Lancaster County, Steve joined the Old Order River Brethren and
eventually met and married his wife of 38 years, Harriet (Sauder) Scott. They have three adult
children, Andrew, married to Emily (Wenger) Scott, Hannah Scott, and Catharine Scott, and
four grandchildren, Heidi, Wanita, Liliana, and Isaac Scott, all of Lancaster County.

Early in life, Steve developed a curiosity about various cultures, especially Native American
peoples. He also had a strong interest in history. These early interests led to his lifelong study
and interpretation of plain churches. Steve conducted wide-ranging, detailed research on the
distinctive traits of plain groups, including their dress, modes of transportation, family life,
schooling, music, and rituals. His interests led him to develop close personal friendships with
members of many of these groups across North America.

After working for Good Enterprises in Intercourse, Pennsylvania, for twelve years, Steve was
hired at the Young Center in early 1997, where he worked until his death. Steve was instrumen-
tal in broadening and deepening the Young Center’s research on Anabaptist and Pietist churches,
especially plain groups. His publications include Plain Buggies (1981), Why Do They Dress
That Way? (1986), The Amish Wedding and Other Special Occasions of the Old Order
Communities (1988), Living Without Electricity (1990), Amish Houses and Barns (1992), and
An Introduction to Old Order and Conservative Mennonite Groups (1996), as well as entries in
reference books and articles in periodicals. 

Steve contributed significantly to recent books by Donald B. Kraybill, including Concise
Encyclopedia of Amish, Brethren, Hutterites, and Mennonites (2010) and a current project on
the Amish in America. Steve’s ability to track and retain minute details built a renowned repu-
tation for the Young Center’s annual update on Amish migration and population growth in
North America. He was an invaluable guide to researchers from around the world, from high
school students to senior professors, who visited the Young Center to study Anabaptist or
Pietist groups. Steve was also a popular speaker in many venues and was invited to Japan in
2010 to give presentations about the Amish.

Steve’s deep faith and care for people revealed his gift for humor and his humble attitude in
relating to others. His depth and breadth of knowledge were sometimes underestimated because
of his personal humility. He will be remembered both for his contributions to scholarship and
for his friendships. 

In Memory of Steve Scott


