
Textbook Accessibility 
Below are some resources for you to more independently acquire accessible textbooks, 
as well as other accessible books both now and after you graduate. 

Increasingly more publishers are making accessible versions of textbooks available for 
individuals to purchase directly, rather having to first purchase a print version and then 
requesting the Office of Disability Services inquire whether an accessible version of the 
text is available from the publisher. Bookshare, VitalSource, and Amazon offer many 
accessible textbook titles for you to purchase and use with a screen reader of your 
choice. Information about each is below: 

Bookshare https://www.bookshare.org/cms/ is an accessible on-line library for 
individuals with print disabilities. It’s free for U.S. students with qualifying reading or 
perceptual disability, a visual impairment, or a physical disability that affects their ability 
to read printed works - but you need to first sign up.  Please contact Disability Services 
to request a Bookshare account.
https://www.bookshare.org/cms/get-started/sign 

VitalSource  is a platform for purchasing online textbooks from many major publishers. Their 
reading platform, Bookshelf, is available for Windows, Mac, iOS, and Android.  Please see 
www.etowncollegestore.com. Any student can purchase through this link 
https://etown-store.vitalsource.com/, which also provides an overview of the 
product,  how it can help students, compatibility with screen readers, magnification, and 
the ability to change text size and fonts. 

Amazon www.amazon.com sells many books as either e-pub files or as kindle versions – both 
of which are accessible with a screen reader. You can access a free kindle reading app download 
with the purchase of kindle book https://www.amazon.com/kindle-dbs/fd/kcp/ref=klp_mn 

If your textbooks are not available for you to purchase, borrow, or rent through the 
above resources, please provide the following information to 
disabilityservices@etown.edu:  

• Title, edition, author, ISBN, course name, instructor, proof of purchase of the textbook

If the title is not available through any of the above resources, you can mail your print version of 
the book to Print Services, One Alpha Drive, Elizabethtown College, Elizabethtown Pa, 17022 
and they will remove the binding and make a PDF of the textbook for you. Please email 
copy@etown.edu and disabilityservices@etown.edu before you mail your book so we facilitate 
the process. This can take a few weeks so please plan accordingly. 
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