
How to Use the IRS Data Retrieval Tool on the FAFSA 

The IRS Data Retrieval Tool (IRS DRT) allows students and parents who filed a U.S tax return with the Internal Revenue 

Service (IRS) to access the IRS tax return information needed to complete the Free Application for Federal Student 

Aid (FAFSA®) form and to transfer the data directly into their FAFSA form.  

Visit studentaid.gov to learn more about the Data Retrieval Tool and FAFSA. 

 

Go to  https://studentaid.gov/h/apply-for-aid/fafsa  

Select Start Here for new users or  

Log In as a returning user  

 

Use the following steps at the Parent Financials and Student Financials tab:  

 

 

Answer the required 3 questions about your tax return and then select the “Link to IRS” icon.  

 

https://studentaid.gov/help-center/answers/article/what-is-irs-drt
https://studentaid.gov/h/apply-for-aid/fafsa


You will be notified that you are leaving FAFSA on the Web in order to use the IRS Data Retrieval Tool:  

Click “Proceed to IRS Site”  

 

You are now leaving this page. Click OK to continue to the IRS Data Retrieval Tool website:  

 

 



 

Click OK  

 

 

Enter your name and address exactly as it appears on the Tax Return:  

 

 

 

Click Submit  

 

 



Check the box to Transfer My Information into the FAFSA form.  

Then click Transfer Now.  

 

For your privacy, the tax information you transfer from the IRS into your FAFSA form won’t be visible to you. 

Instead, you will see “Transferred from the IRS” in the appropriate fields.  

 

 



Complete the IRS Data Retrieval Tool process by submitting your FAFSA on the Sign & Submit tab:  

 

Read the Agreement of Terms and click Agree.  

Then click NEXT 

 

Repeat this process for the Parent signature (if required) and then click Submit My FAFSA Now.  

 


