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Joseph H. Rider (1830 — 1908)

Joseph H. Rider and his family were members of the Church of the Brethren which was called the
“German Baptist Brethren or Dunkers. He belonged to the White Oak congregation which dated
back to the early eighteenth century.”! Joseph H. Rider’s father, Elder Jacob H. Rider was the
senior minister of the Chiques Church where he preached in Elizabethtown once every four
weeks.? Joseph H. Rider had a store on South Market street in 1890 where he sold hardware, iron
stoves, seeds, and house-furnishings. The picture above shows an “Elizabethtown Friendship fire
truck on South Market Street in front of the Joseph H. Rider Hardware Store ca. 19205 3
Pictured right is the “Odd e gy | B || N ‘
fellows building prior to remodeling Ty
and the addition. The OId
Washington Hotel and Joseph Rider’s
buildings are on the right.”* “Joseph
H. Rider, for whom Elizabethtown
College's Rider Memorial Hall was
named, was vice president of the
college's board of trustees.” His
hardware store and family residence Bt —
(on the right) stood side by side on R

! Richard Kerwin MacMaster. Elizabethtown: The First Three Centuries (Morgantown, PA: Mastof Press, 1999),
124.

2 MacMaster, 125.

3 Ibid., 190.

4 Ibid., 209.

5 The Committee, History of the Church of the Brethren of the Eastern District of Pennsylvania. (Lancaster, PA:
Press of the New Era Printing Company, 1915) 628.
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South Market Street (now the site of the post office built
by the WPA in 1939). In a crusade to close all the taverns
in Elizabethtown, in 1886, Rider bought the Washington
House Hotel (built in 1798 and pictured on the left) next
door.” He rented the building to other tenants.

Joseph H. Rider was the first president of the

Elizabethtown Exchange Bank which opened for business
on March 8, 1887.% The bank opened in the Brethren A.G.
Heisey building on 244 South Market Street. In
1917 it was moved to a new building on “the corner
of South Market and East Washington Streets.”’
The bank would go on to become the
Elizabethtown Trust Company in 1927 until it
merges with Famers First Bank in 1981.%
Rider was very supportive of the Church of the
Brethren. When the old Mechanic Street School
became too small for the Brethren’s growing
congregation, Rider offered to give them a large lot
he owned on Washington Street. This lot was next
door to the Rider Family’s home. On December 15,
1888, Joseph H. Rider and his wife, Mary Catharine :
Rider deeded the property to the German Baptist Church, or the Brethren The congregation built
a brlck meetmghouse on thls lot, measurlng ﬁfty by eighty feet. “The building had a full basement.
It faced the horse sheds and the Catholic
cemetery, rather than facing Washington
Street. As in most nineteenth-century Brethren
meetinghouses, there were two entrances, one
for the men and one for the women. This
building is still in use as St. Peter’s Catholic
School.””

During the third public meeting for
Elizabethtown College, held on June 7, 1899,
the first Board of Trustees for Elizabethtown
College were selected. J.H. Rider was elected

¢ Jean-Paul Benowitz. Images of America: Elizabethtown (Charleston, South Carolina: Arcadia Publishing, 2015),
28.

7 Lancaster Deeds, D-13-483. History of the Church of the Brethren of the Eastern District of Pennsylvania
(Lancaster, Pa.: 1915), p. 407; MacMaster, 163-165.



Elizabethtown College 125th Anniversary
National Historic Preservation Trust This Place Matters Campaign & Campus Historic Building Survey
Based on the National Parks Service Historic American Building Survey
2024 Summer Creative Arts and Research Program SCARP
Ava Barton Class of 2027
Jean-Paul Benowitz, Director of Prestigious Scholarships and Fellowships and Public Heritage Studies

for a two-year term.® Rider was also one of five names that
subscribed to the College’s original charter. ° June 16, 1899, Rider
was added to a committee with S.H. Hertzler, and T.F. Imler for the
purpose of securing an official charter for the College and designing
a seal for the institution.!” Rider, along with S.H. Hertzler was
appointed to get an article of agreement from B.G. Groff prior to the
purchase of the grounds for the college.!! The third, sixth, and ninth
board meetings were held at the home of Joseph Rider.'? During the
ninth board meeting on August 16, 1900, Joseph H. Rider was
elected as Vice President of the Board.!® Pictured to the right is a
page from an Elizabethtown College subscription book.'*

“On November 12, the day before the College was to open, there was
one more emergency. Since
the school building was still
unfinished, classes were to
be held at the home of Joseph H. Rider on Washington
Street, the parsonage of the German Baptist Brethren
Church.'>” But the Rider House was not yet ready to be
used for this purpose. Falkenstein pivoted to use the A.
Heisey building on the “corner of South Market and
Bainbridge Streets.!®” Heisey Hall was the site of the
College's first classes. “It is believed that this photograph
shows one of the three trips required in "moving the

8 Ralph Schlosser, History of Elizabethtown College 1899 - 1970. (Lebanon, PA: Sowers Printing Company, 1971),
17.

9 Schlosser, 21.

10 Schlosser, 25.

1 Tbid.

12 Schlosser, 29, 31, 34.

13 MacMaster, 164.

14 Schlosser, 27.

15 Tbid.

16 Ibid.; Jean-Paul Benowitz, and Peter J DePuydt, Elizabethtown College. (Charleston, South Carolina: Arcadia
Publishing, 2014), 12.
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College" from the Heisey building to Rider House while Alpha Hall was still under construction.

175

November 14, 1900, was the first day of “class recitations” in Heisey Hall.

{f"‘ y ‘:g‘_ 7

On November 19, after the first week, the Rider house, located on Washington Street in
Elizabethtown, was finally prepared to house the classes. The furniture and books were carried
down two flights of stairs to be loaded into Rider’s two-horse wagon. Rider’s house offered a more
efficient physical layout.'® “The layout of the first floor of the Rider house was: a front room,

17 Ibid., 40.

containing the book room,
office, reading room and library,
the next room, the chapel and
recitation room; the third room, a
study and recitation room and the
rear room, the cloak room and
store room. Under such an
environment the work was
carried on until the Christmas
vacation.!?” Pictured left is the
Joseph H. Rider House also
known as the Washington Street
Parsonage of the Church of the
Brethren. The home was the site
of class work from November
21, 1900, to Christmas, 1900.2°

18 Chet Williamson, Uniting Work and Spirit: A Centennial History of Elizabethtown College (Elizabethtown, PA,
Elizabethtown College Press, 2001), 41-42.; Jean-Paul Benowitz, and Peter J DePuydt, Elizabethtown College.

(Charleston, South Carolina: Arcadia Publishing, 2014), 13.
19'Schlosser, 40-41.
20 Ibid., 41.
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By the fifth year of the College, the student
body had grown and a building in addition
to Alpha Hall was needed. The building
committee for the future Rider Memorial

Hall consisted of Jesse C. Ziegler, Joseph &

H. Rider, and I.N.H. Beahm. The cost of its
construction was $14,347.45. T.F. Imler
and S.H. Hertzler were tasked with
selecting the building’s name. They
suggested Rider Memorial Hall because of
Joseph Rider’s generous donation to the

building. Rider modestly declined to have his name on the stone of the building. Because of this,
they called the building “Memorial Hall.” That is, until Joseph Rider’s death, when the building
was finally named “Rider Memorial Hall.”?! On March 4, 1906, "Memorial Hall* was dedicated.

“It housed the library, a “physical culture”
room, and a new chapel, as well as many
classrooms. The new building also boasted
a bell tower, which was the scene of many
pranks during the school’s early years.”?

Pictured to the above is a view of Alpha

! Hall and Rider Memorial Hall.?® “Rider

was “a quiet person, not easily ruffled” and
“very cautious and precise in business

matters.”?* He died in 1908, but his son John G. Rider continued the hardware store.?> Joseph H.

Rider was born on December 8, 1830 in
Lancaster County Pennsylvania and died
August 4, 1908 at age 77 in Elizabethtown,
Pennsylvania. He is buried at the Reider
Rider Graveyard in Mount Joy, Lancaster
County, Pennsylvania. Row 2, plot 8. His
parents were Reverend Jacob Rider (1804-
1883) and Eva Henry Rider (1810-1845).%6

21 MacMaster, 169.; Schlosser, 60-61.
22 Williamson, 49.

23 Benowitz, 31, 83.

24 MacMaster, 135.

25 Williams’ Lancaster County Directory, 1890. History of the Church of the Brethren of the Eastern District of
Pennsylvania, p. 407. J. Richard Heisey, 1990, Heritage House.; Richard Kerwin MacMaster. Elizabethtown: The
First Three Centuries. Elizabethtown Historical Society, 1999, P. 135

26 “Joseph H. Rider (1830-1908),” Find a Grave, accessed May 24, 2024.
https://www.findagrave.com/memorial/190850132/joseph-h-rider.
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Joseph Rider’s Death Certificate
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