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Samuel Groff Graybill (1872-1961)

Samuel Groff Graybill was born on October 31, 1872, in Pennsylvania.! On November 27,
1908, the Board of Trustees appointed a committee comprised of S.H. Hertzler, S.G. Graybill, and
D.C. Reber. They were instructed to receive plans and estimates for a “new building” which was
really an additional wing on Alpha Hall. On February 5, 1909 the committee suggested no addition
should be built in order to preserve the symmetrical and artistic design of Alpha Hall.. The
committee was discharged.?

In 1913, there began discussion on transferring the ownership of the college from “the
contributors of the funds for the establishment of the College to the Church of the Brethren of the
Eastern and Southern Districts of Pennsylvania. “On April 9, 1913, the following query came to
the District Conference in Ephrata, Pennsylvania:

“The Ephrata Church asks District Meeting of 1913 of the Eastern District of Pennsylvania

to consider the advisability of taking over Elizabethtown College as the property of the

church, and to appoint a committee to consult with the present owners or their

representatives. Said committee to report to the District Meeting of 1914. On July 22, 1913,

a committee was appointed to confer with the committee from the District. This committee

was made up of: Jesse C. Ziegler, S.H. Hertzler, D.C. Reber, H.K. Ober, S.G. Graybill, and

Amos G, Longnecker.>”

""Samuel G. Graybill," Elizabethtown Chronicles, May 25, 1961.

2 Ralph Schlosser, History of Elizabethtown College 1899 - 1970. (Lebanon, PA: Sowers Printing Company, 1971),
62.

3 Schlosser, 67-68.
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Samuel Groff Graybill died on May 20, 1961,
at age 88 in Manheim Township, Lancaster County
Pennsylvania. His obituary was published in the
Elizabethtown Chronical on Thursday, May 25, 1961,
and said he had died of complications at the Neffsville
Brethren Home.* He was buried at the Mount Tunnel
Cemetery. His parents were Reuban S Graybill (1841-
1913) and Rebecca (Groff) Graybill (1846-1919).
Samuel Graybill had three siblings, Amanda G. Boyd
(1866-1945), John G. Graybill (1867 1948), and Nathan G. Graybill (1869-1907). Samuel Graybill
married Katie (Groff) Graybill (1876-1956) and had one child who died in infancy, Evelyn
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4"Samuel G. Graybill," Elizabethtown Chronicles, May 25, 1961.

5 “Benjamin G Groff,” Find a Grave, accessed June 3, 2024,
https://www.findagrave.com/memorial/103917614/benjamin_g_groff.; “Samuel G Graybill,” Find a Grave, accessed
June 3, 2024, https://www.findagrave.com/memorial/196781048/samuel-g-graybill.; “Katie Groff Graybill,” Find a
Grave, accessed June 3, 2024, https://www.findagrave.com/memorial/196781000/katie graybill.

¢ "Samuel G. Graybill," Elizabethtown Chronicles, May 25, 1961.
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