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Honors Alumni Spotlight 

Matthew Butera «12 

Hello, I'm Matthew Butera '12, and I graduated from the Honors 
Program with a degree in Actuarial Science and Economics. I 
have worked as an Actuarial Analyst and Client Manager at 
Conrad Siegel, a Harrisburg-area actuarial consulting ʝrm. Since 
then I have also completed my CEBS (Certiʝed Employee Beneʝt 
Specialist) certiʝcation. A great deal of professional and personal 
success I'm having is directly traceable to the values, such as 
intellectual curiosity, a strong work ethic, and a desire to serve 
my community, developed during my four years at Elizabethtown 
College. I recall professors and classes such as Tim McDevitt's 
cryptologic mathematics course, Donald Kraybill's Amish in 
Modern Society course, and, of course, Coach Skip Roderick's 
demanding badminton course. While at Etown, I worked in the 
Admissions Oʟce as a tour guide and also as a Peer Mentor, 
along with tutoring in the math lab. I served as Photography 
Editor on The Etownian, intramural captain of various sports, 
Honors Council President, radio show host (still surprised after an 
hour's worth of training I was given an entire semester's worth of 
time slots!), and Emotion (not sure if there were many dancing 
actuaries before or since). 
 
I was able to study abroad in Galway, Ireland in the spring 
semester of my sophomore year. The ability to travel and study 
in places previously out of my reach was very inʞuential into 
developing the person I am today (also, thanks to the Honors 
Program for helping me with the cost of the airline ticket!). I have close friends who also studied 
abroad, and we are able to relate our cross-cultural experiences to one another. I have also worked to 
serve Etown long after I have graduated. I have participated in Into the Campus, which works to 
beautify the campus each spring, and I also currently serve as the Vice President of Membership for the 
Elizabethtown College Alumni Council. 
 
All of these experiences directly inʞuence the work I do today. My company helps manage and protect 
the well-being of workers decades from now when their careers are over. I see my job as extremely 
important as it is a way for me to apply what I have learned over my time at Etown to help those 
around me in my community. It may take thirty or forty years for my eʜorts to be realized, but I 
understand that sometimes the most rewarding work takes time to see the beneʝt. 
 



 

#NRHC2023 in Pittsburgh!  
 

We are pleased to announce the following details for next year's NRHC (Northeast Regional Honors 
Conference) conference. 

Dates: Thursday, March 30 to Sunday, April 2, 2023 

Call for Proposals to Present at NRCH 2023: 

The 2023 Conference Theme is Building Resilience from Tragedy: Understanding Hate, Violence, Loss 
and Reconciliation. You can ʝnd the full conference theme statement by clicking here. 

If you would like to submit a proposal, please check out this ʞyer to give you some preparation tips. for 
submitting your proposal. When you are ready, go to the NRHC 2023 conference proposal submission 
website. to submit your proposal. Proposals are due by Monday, November 14th at 11:59 pm. 

More details can be found on the NRHC website! Email honors@etown.edu if you are interested in 
attending or presenting. 
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Honors Alumni Spotlight 

Emily Seratch «19 

In October of 2022 I was named as a Harrisburg 20 in Their 20s award 

recipient. I am deeply honored to have been nominated and 

selected out of a group of more than 50 nominations. I can 

attribute part of my success to the education and experiences I 

received while attending Elizabethtown College. While at the 

college I was involved in many diʜerent clubs and activities 

while studying to receive my Bachelor of Science in 

International Business. One of the activities I was most 

fortunate to be a part of is the Honors Program. In high school 

I rarely raised my hand during class and tended to stick to 

what I knew well. The Honors Program forced me to change 

those old habits. I was encouraged to speak up with no fear of 

being wrong and challenged to think outside the box. I have 

carried these new habits with me into my life after college. My 

newfound thirst for knowledge and desire to speak up continues to 

propel me ahead of my peers both in the workplace and in my community. 

Although scary at the time, the Honors Program pushed me outside my comfort zone and I am 

forever in debt to the skills I gained from the experience.  

We would like to congratulate Emily Seratch on being named to 2022ɍs 20 in their 20s list 

published in ɐThe Burgɍs October issue. She is an Etown IB alumna (Ɍ19) and now has a seat on 

our IB Board of Directors. Congratulations!! 

Learn more: https://bit.ly/3Sq1ZMX. 

https://www.nrhchonors.com/conference-theme
https://elizabethtown-my.sharepoint.com/:b:/g/personal/mackeyl_etown_edu/EYh_DmWjUFVMuq_X-PqpT1wBduGZuMfCNDRpLRV5SoL-HA?e=LQakah
https://www.yesevents.com/NRHC/CFP
https://www.yesevents.com/NRHC/CFP
https://www.nrhchonors.com/2023-conference
mailto:honors@etown.edu
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Honors Students Embark to Dallas for NCHC 2022 

Honors students Jess DɍIorio, Andrew Furman, Charlotte Long, Bella Mendez, Hayden Mitchell, and 

Darci Ott along with Professor Benowitz will be heading to Dallas, Texas for the National Collegiate 

Honors Councilɍs 2022 conference from November 2-6. They will all be participating in City as Text in 

Dallas exploring the streets, neighborhoods, institutions, and public art that illustrate and represent 

Dallas and its people. They will also be attending sessions to learn about best practices within honors 

and bring back new ideas to our Honors Program here at Etown. 

If you are interested in attending a conference in the future, check the weekly announcements and 

issues of the Honors Reports for upcoming conference opportunities. 

Professor Benowitz will be one of three faculty facilitators leading a City As Text Master Class for 

Honors faculty. This is an opportunity for faculty with prior City as Textɻ experience (through an 

NCHC Faculty Institute or its National Conference) for engaging in an intensive exploration of Dallas 

prior to the 2022 National Conference. With attention to culture, arts, history, and urban design, 

participants will explore Dallas while engaging in the principles of site-based experiential learning with 

the intent of taking home a deeper understanding of City as Textɻ principles as well as developed 

ideas for course- and program-level applications. Participants will engage in direct observation, 

discussions, interviews, writing assignments, and mapping exercises. The Master Class will culminate 

with an opportunity for participants to design assignments to be used during the City as Textɻ session 

at the Annual Conference. 



Callie Asper | Biochemistry (Intended)  

Essex (E.J.) Finney | Business (Intended)  

Erina Fortune | Biology (Pre-Med) (Intended) 

Madilyn (Maddy) Fratis | Communications (Intended)  

Aurora Lefever | Public Health and Psychology (Intended)  

Alysse Smith | Biology (Pre-Med) (Intended)  

Hanna Tran | Biology (Pre-Physician Assistant) (Intended) 

Elsa Woodarek | Public Health (Intended)  

Welcome Stamps Scholars  

Class of 2026  

Etown Stamps Scholars Class of 2026 
with President Rider and Dr. Jean Pretz  
Not pictured: Essex (E.J.) Finney  

Honors Study Abroad  

Presentations 

On Friday, November 18th at 4:00 pm in the Honors Center 
Conference Room, we will be having study abroad presentations 
from Honors students who have studied abroad. If you are 
considering studying abroad, or are interested in hearing about 
these studentsɍ experiences, please plan to attend. We will also 
have pizza for everyone to enjoy at the study abroad presentation 
event.  

Honors Council¬s 

Homecoming Parade Float 

Design Wins for 4th 

Consecutive Year! 


