
Honors Study Abroad Presentation and Reflective Paper Guidelines 
 
Honors students will create a formal presentation on their study abroad experience that moves fully around 
David Kolb’s Experiential Learning Cycle. The presentation will be open to all students in the Honors Program 
and scheduled in cooperation with the Director of the Honors Program. The presentation should be ten-to-
fifteen minutes in length and employ the use of visual aids or other appropriate media for audience members. 
Students must also submit a written report of approximately five-to-seven pages in length that discusses their 
study abroad experience in relation to the Kolb cycle. All papers must use 12-point Times New Roman font, 
margins no larger than 1.25 inches, and employ the use of an appropriate citation method (e.g., APA, Chicago, 
MLA, etc.). Citations do not count toward the suggested page length.   
 

 
 
 
About one quarter of the paper/presentation on Concrete Experience:  Present a factual and concrete 
description of the situation. Be very concise like a news reporter—who, what, when, where, how, why. Who 
went? Where? What happened while you were there, both inside and outside the classroom? Describe the 
country, the city, the locals, etc. What classes did you take? What were classes, professors, and students like? 
How and what did you eat? What did you see and do when you were not in class? 
 
About one quarter of the paper/presentation on Reflective Observation:  Take a step back, reflect and make 
some observations about your time abroad. What did you think of the country, the people, the school, the 
classes, the other students, the politics, the infrastructure, the culture, the art, the music, etc.? What happened to 
you as a result of being there? What happened to others because you were there? What will really linger with 
you about this study abroad ten years from now? What still concerns you about this study abroad time? How 
does your study abroad relate to your past experiences? How does your study abroad relate to who you are now 
on campus? How has your study abroad influenced your plans for the future? 
 



About one quarter of the paper/presentation on Abstract Conceptualization:  Connect some theories, models, 
categories, concepts, theories, or ideas from any of your academic coursework or textbooks (from E-town or 
while abroad) to several aspects of your study abroad experience. Choose several things about yourself, the 
country, the politics, the education, the people, a new sense of purposeful life work, or something else you 
experienced during your study abroad time. Try to think about them in the way someone writing a textbook for 
your classes would study, categorize, theorize, or apply models to explain things. What additional resources do 
you need to consult to make sense of your study abroad experience, including doing additional scholarly 
research, spending time with a mentor, finding a graduate school, locating a specific organization you might 
like to work for, etc.? 
 
About one quarter of the paper/presentation on Active Experimentation: What new skills, preferences, 
insights, knowledge, or dispositions have you gained from your study abroad experience? What might you 
change in your current or future life goals because of experiences while studying abroad? What options do you 
see for leading, serving, working, and living in new ways?   
 
Other Things to Consider:   
 
During the presentation, you are encouraged to offer advice and recommendations for other students who might 
consider a similar study abroad experience in the future. A question and answer session will follow the 
presentation and student presenters must address those questions in an informed manner. 
 
Submission of Materials: 
 
The reflection paper and presentation will be due by the eighth week of the semester following the study abroad 
experience. Copies of presentation materials and the reflection paper must be submitted via email to 
dursuno@etown.edu two days prior to the student presentation. An Honors course requirement will be waived 
upon successful completion of all the above requirements.  
 
Please contact the Director of the Honors Program, Dr. Oya Dursun-Ozkanca (dursuno@etown.edu), with any 
questions you may have about this assignment. 
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