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Neighborhoods of Baltimore 
ASSIGNMENT SHEET 

 

 

 
Inner Harbor 
Waterfront, aquarium, science centers, maritime museums, Baltimore National Heritage Area 

 

This historic seaport was described by the Urban Land Institute in 2009 as "the model for post-industrial 

waterfront redevelopment around the world." Inner Harbor is the focal point reconnecting Baltimore with the 

waterfront through developing public spaces, tourism, business, and housing. The Inner Harbor is located at the 

mouth of Jones Falls, creating the wide and short northwest branch of the Patapsco River. In the 1950s, economic 

changes ended both the freight and passenger use of the Inner Harbor. Rotting warehouses and piers were 

eventually torn down and replaced by open, grass-covered parkland used for recreational purposes and large 

festivals. The waterfront was gradually transformed with award-winning parks and plazas surrounded by office 

buildings, hotels, and recreational attractions, becoming a model for urban renaissance in cities around the world. 

Corporate headquarters and hotels were built around the shoreline of the Inner Harbor. A public park and 

promenade were added for leisure activity and community gatherings. On July 4, 1976, following the rendezvous 

of Tall Ships in New York for the American Bicentennial, eight ships from other nations visited Baltimore, this 

attracted a huge number of tourists visiting the National Aquarium, Maryland Science Center, the Harborplace 

festival marketplace, the Baltimore Convention Center and Hyatt Regency Baltimore Hotel. Inner Harbor 

received a citation by the American Institute of Architects in 1984 as "one of the supreme achievements of large-

scale urban design and development in U.S. history."  

 

Assignment: 

Observe private use of public space.  

 Who is in the promenade of Inner Harbor? What brings them to the promenade? Observe activity in the 

promenade and parks, what are people doing/saying? How is this public space organized? How is this 

space accessed? What connections does it have to the streets and buildings around it? How do people 

navigate the space? Consider how the space represents the past and/or present.  

Observe public use of private space.  

 Which buildings are open to the public for retail, dining, and recreation? Which buildings are residential 

and commercial?  What kinds of offices are located in these buildings?  Are the office buildings open to 

the public?  Do the public have access to the residential buildings and marinas?   Which marinas are 

public and which are private and why? 

Consider how the space represents the past and/or present.  

 What is the architectural style of the buildings around the promenade and park? Who lives around the 

Inner Harbor? How have older structures built for the harbor industries been re-purposed for the 

current economic and social needs of the community? What kind of historic markers, monuments, and 

sites illustrate the history of Inner Harbor? 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Baltimore_National_Heritage_Area
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/U.S._Bicentennial
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/National_Aquarium_in_Baltimore
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Maryland_Science_Center
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Harborplace
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Festival_marketplace
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Baltimore_Convention_Center
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Hyatt_Regency
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/American_Institute_of_Architects
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Mount Vernon 
National Historic Landmark District, music, museums, historic monuments and architecture, financial district, 

LGBTQA+ community 
 

Designated a National Historic Landmark District and a city Cultural District; Mount Vernon is one of the city's 

oldest neighborhoods and originally was home to Baltimore’s most wealthy and fashionable families. The name 

derives from the Mount Vernon home of George Washington; the original Washington Monument, a massive 

pillar commenced in 1815 commemorating the first president of the United States, is the defining feature of the 

neighborhood.  Although mainly residential, Mount Vernon is home to the Peabody Conservatory of the Johns 

Hopkins University, Walters Art Museum, University of Baltimore, Maryland Historical Society, Contemporary 

Museum, Maryland Institute College of Art, Joseph Meyerhoff Symphony Hall, Baltimore School for the Arts, 

Lyric Opera House, Center Stage, Enoch Pratt Free Library Central Branch, Spotlighters Theatre, and the Eubie 

Blake National Jazz Institute. Mount Vernon is home to many professional service providers, including medical 

and legal offices, publishing firms, architectural firms, insurance and financial institutions, and fund managers. 

Art galleries, retail stores, hotels, restaurants, and cafes populate the neighborhood.  In 1977 Mount Vernon 

formed into a gay village with the establishment of the Gay and Lesbian Community Center of Baltimore 

(GLCCB). LGBTQA+ milestones included the first Pride Parade in 1975, and the creation of the GLCCB Health 

Clinic in 1980. The GLCCB still exists on Chase Street, along with numerous gay businesses. Mount Vernon 

parks are considered to be the finest existing urban landscapes by the Beaux-Arts architectural firm of Carrere & 

Hastings, who also designed the New York Public Library, portions of the U.S. Capitol in Washington, D.C., and 

the residence housing the Frick Collection.  A portion of the neighborhood, mainly to the west and south of the 

Washington Monument, was designated a National Historic Landmark District on November 11, 1971, for the 

significance in architecture and landscape planning.  

 

Assignment: 

Observe private use of public space.  

 Who is in the park called “Mount Vernon Place?” What brings them to Mount Vernon Place? Observe 

activity in Mount Vernon Place, what are people doing/saying? How is this public space organized? How 

is this space accessed? What connections does it have to the streets and buildings around it? How do 

people navigate the space? Consider how the space represents the past and/or present.  

Observe public use of private space.  

 Which buildings are open to the public in Mount Vernon? Which buildings are residential and 

commercial?  What kinds of offices are located in these buildings?  Are the office buildings open to the 

public?  Do the public have access to the residential buildings?   Which buildings are public and which 

are private and why? 

Consider how the space represents the past and/or present.  

 What is the architectural style of the buildings around Mount Vernon Place? Who lives in Mount Vernon? 

How have older structures been restored, preserved, and re-purposed for the current economic and social 

needs of the community? What kind of historic markers, monuments, and sites illustrate the history of 

Mount Vernon? 

 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/National_Historic_Landmark_District
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/LGBT
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/National_Historic_Landmark_District
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Mount_Vernon
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/George_Washington
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Washington_Monument_(Baltimore)
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/United_States
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Peabody_Conservatory
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Johns_Hopkins_University
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Johns_Hopkins_University
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Walters_Art_Museum
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/University_of_Baltimore
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Maryland_Historical_Society
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Contemporary_Museum_Baltimore
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Contemporary_Museum_Baltimore
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Maryland_Institute_College_of_Art
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Joseph_Meyerhoff_Symphony_Hall
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Baltimore_School_for_the_Arts
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Lyric_Opera_House
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Center_Stage_(theater)
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Enoch_Pratt_Free_Library
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Gay_village
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/LGBT
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Pride_parade
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Carrere_%26_Hastings
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Carrere_%26_Hastings
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/National_Historic_Landmark_District
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Federal Hill 

Historic District, National Register of Historic Places, historic Cross Street Market, American Visionary Art 

Museum, Maryland Science Center 

 

Federal Hill is a Historic District with many of the structures listed on the National Register of Historic Places.  

The neighborhood is named for the prominent hill easily viewed from the Inner Harbor area, to which the 

neighborhood forms the physical south boundary. The hillside is a lush green and serves as a community park. 

The Cross Street Market, a historic marketplace built in the 19th century, continues to serve Federal Hill residents 

and is the primary social and commercial hub for the neighborhood. Federal Hill is also home to many popular 

retail, dining, and entertainment options all within walking distance for most neighborhood residents. With most 

daily needs covered by businesses within a few blocks of the community center, Federal Hill has emerged as a 

premier neighborhood for the increasing number of people choosing an urban lifestyle. In the 20th century, 

Federal Hill was a working-class neighborhood for people working in industrial jobs, particularly in the shipyards 

and factories along the south shore of the Patapsco River. The nationally recognized urban homesteading 

programs beginning in 1975, helped spur interest among individuals and businesses in rehabilitating homes in 

Federal Hill, and it soon became a hotbed of investment and rehabilitation, particularly by young professional 

baby boomers who had grown up in the suburbs but worked downtown. The investment and growth throughout 

downtown and especially at the Inner Harbor through the 1980s and 1990s only increased the popularity of 

Federal Hill living over the decades following the initial reinvestment period. A second period of intense 

investment and rising property values began in the mid 1990s. This second stage of neighborhood investment has 

included not just single-family home rehabilitation but increasingly large development projects on former 

industrial sites, particularly on the edges of the neighborhood around the water's edge. Within the core of the 

neighborhood itself, there has been an influx of new restaurants and shops. The city's population grew 0.6% in 

2006 for the first time since the 1950s with much of the growth focused in Federal Hill. The neighborhood is 

home to the American Visionary Art Museum and Maryland Science Center.   Significant and historic houses of 

worship include Christ Lutheran Church, Church of the Advent-Episcopal, Ebenezer African Methodist Episcopal 

Church, Light Street Presbyterian Church, Lee Street Baptist Church, Holy Cross Roman Catholic Church, and 

St. Mary's Star of the Sea Roman Catholic Church.  

 

Assignment: 

Observe private use of public space.  

 Who is in the Federal Hill Park? What brings them to the park? Observe activity in the park what are 

people doing/saying? How is this public space organized? How is this space accessed? What connections 

does it have to the streets and buildings around it? How do people navigate the space? Consider how the 

space represents the past and/or present.  

Observe public use of private space.  

 Which buildings are open to the public for retail, dining, and recreation? Which buildings are residential 

and commercial?  What kinds of offices are located in these buildings?  Are the office buildings open to 

the public?  Do the public have access to the residential buildings and marinas?   Which marinas are 

public and which are private and why? 

Consider how the space represents the past and/or present.  

 What is the architectural style of the buildings around Federal Hill Park? Who lives around Federal 

Hill Park? How have older structures built for the harbor industries been re-purposed for the current 

economic and social needs of the community? What kind of historic markers, monuments, and sites 

illustrate the history of Federal Hill Park? 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/National_Register_of_Historic_Places
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Cross_Street_Market
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/American_Visionary_Art_Museum
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/American_Visionary_Art_Museum
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Maryland_Science_Center
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/National_Register_of_Historic_Places
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Inner_Harbor
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Cross_Street_Market
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Patapsco_River
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Baby_boomer
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/American_Visionary_Art_Museum
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Maryland_Science_Center
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Holy_Cross_Roman_Catholic_Church_(Baltimore,_Maryland)
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Fort McHenry 
Fort McHenry National Monument and Historic Shrine National Park Service 

 

Fort McHenry is a historical American coastal pentagonal bastion fort located in the Locust Point neighborhood 

of Baltimore. It is best known for its role in the War of 1812, when it successfully defended Baltimore Harbor 

from an attack by the British navy from the Chesapeake Bay on September 13–14, 1814. It was first built in 1798 

and was used continuously by the U.S. armed forces through World War I and by the Coast Guard in World War 

II. It was designated a national park in 1925, and in 1939 was re-designated a "National Monument and Historic 

Shrine.”  The United States Code currently authorizes Fort McHenry's closure to the public in the event of a 

national emergency for use by the military for the duration of such an emergency.  During the War of 1812 an 

American storm flag, 17 by 25 feet (5.2 m × 7.6 m), was flown over Fort McHenry during the bombardment. It 

was replaced early on the morning of September 14, 1814 with a larger American garrison flag, 30 by 42 feet 

(9.1 m × 12.8 m). The larger flag signaled American victory over the British in the Battle of Baltimore. The sight 

of the ensign inspired Francis Scott Key to write the poem "Defence of Fort M'Henry" that was later set to the 

tune "To Anacreon in Heaven" and became known as the "Star Spangled Banner,” the national anthem of the 

United States. The flag that flew over Fort McHenry, the Star Spangled Banner Flag, has deteriorated to an 

extremely fragile condition. After undergoing restoration at the National Museum of American History, it is now 

on display there in a special exhibit.  The fort has become a center of recreation for the Baltimore locals as well 

as a prominent tourist destination. Thousands of visitors come each year to see the "Birthplace of the Star 

Spangled Banner." Several authorized archaeological digs have been conducted, and found artifacts are on display 

in one of the buildings surrounding the Parade Ground. These structures, as well as the Visitor Center, have 

numerous other exhibits illustrating the fort's use over time. In 2005 the living history volunteer unit, the Fort 

McHenry Guard, was awarded the George B. Hertzog award for serving the National Park Service as the best 

volunteer unit. In 2013, Fort McHenry National Monument and Historic Shrine was honored with its own quarter 

under the America the Beautiful Quarters Program. On September 10–16, 2014, Fort McHenry celebrated the 

bicentennial of the writing of the Star Spangled Banner called the Star Spangled Spectacular.  

 

Assignment: 

Observe private use of public space.  

 Who is in Fort McHenry? What brings this national parks service site? Observe activity at Fort McHenry, 

what are people doing/saying? How is this public space organized? How is this space accessed? What 

connections does it have to the streets and buildings around it? How do people navigate the space? 

Consider how the space represents the past and/or present.  

Observe public use of private space.  

 For 157 years, from 1776 through 1933, this fort remained an active military post until it became part of 

the National Park Service.  Is this site only for the public?  Are there private components to the site?  The 

United States Code currently authorizes Fort McHenry's closure to the public in the event of a national 

emergency for use by the military for the duration of such an emergency. Is there evidence of the fact this 

is still an active military post?  Which parts of Fort McHenry are open to the public?  Which parts of the 

fort are private?  

Consider how the space represents the past and/or present.  

 What is the architectural style of the fort and surrounding community? Who lives around the Fort 

McHenry? Who is trained, employed, or volunteers to tell the story of Fort McHenry?   How has the fort 

and surrounding structures restored, preserved, re-purposed for the current use as both historic national 

shrine and active military post? What kind of historic markers, monuments, and sites illustrate the history 

of Fort McHenry and Star Spangled Banner? 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Coastal_defense_and_fortification
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Bastion_fort
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Locust_Point,_Baltimore
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Baltimore
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/War_of_1812
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Inner_Harbor
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/United_Kingdom_of_Great_Britain_and_Ireland
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Royal_Navy
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Chesapeake_Bay
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/U.S._National_Monument
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Garrison_flag
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Battle_of_Baltimore
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Francis_Scott_Key
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Defence_of_Fort_M%27Henry
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/To_Anacreon_in_Heaven
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Star_Spangled_Banner
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/National_anthem
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Fell's Point 
Maritime historic sites, Eastern European, Irish, African American, Mexican, Central American 

neighborhoods, museums, sites  

 

Fell's Point is a historic waterfront neighborhood established around 1763 and is located along the north shore of 

the Baltimore Harbor and the Northwest Branch of the Patapsco River. Fell's Point has a maritime past and the 

air of a seafaring town. Fell’s Point features many shops, including antique stores, restaurants, coffee bars, music 

stores, and a municipal market house with individual stalls. The neighborhood has been historically the home of 

large immigrant populations of Germans, Polish, and other East European nationalities such as the Ukrainians, 

Russians, Czech/Bohemians, and the Slovaks, along with one of the earliest immigrants, the Irish, throughout its 

250-year-old history. Since the 1970s, a steadily increasing number of middle to upper middle income residents 

have moved into the area, restoring and preserving historic homes and businesses. Upper Fell's Point to the north 

along Broadway has gained a sizable Hispanic population, made up primarily of Mexican and Central American 

immigrants and is sometimes now called "Spanish Town." The Frederick Douglass-Isaac Myers Maritime Park 

Museum explores African-American nautical history in a former industrial building.  Fell's Point is listed on the 

National Register of Historic Places and the first designated from Maryland.  Fell's Point includes a diversity of 

historic architecture. Flemish bond brick is used in some of the earliest homes, while row housing is prominent 

in eighteenth and early twentieth century construction. Gabled roof buildings and Victorian homes are also 

interspersed with other housing and use types. Historic buildings include: The Robert Long House, built in 1765, 

is the oldest surviving home in Baltimore and The Saint Patrick Catholic Church (founded in 1792, current 

building completed in 1898).  

 

Assignment: 

Observe private use of public space.  

 Who is in the Fell’s Point Harbor and Town Center? What brings them to the Fell’s Point Harbor and 

Town Center? Observe activity in the Harbor and Town Center, what are people doing/saying? How is 

this public space organized? How is this space accessed? What connections does it have to the streets and 

buildings around it? How do people navigate the space? Consider how the space represents the past 

and/or present.  

Observe public use of private space.  

 Which buildings are open to the public for retail, dining, and recreation? Which buildings are residential 

and commercial?  What kinds of offices are located in these buildings?  Are the office buildings open to 

the public?  Do the public have access to the residential buildings and marinas?   Which marinas are 

public and which are private and why? 

Consider how the space represents the past and/or present.  

 What is the architectural style of the buildings around the Harbor and Town Center? Who lives around 

the Harbor and Town Center? How have older structures built for the harbor industries been re-

purposed for the current economic and social needs of the community? What kind of historic markers, 

monuments, and sites illustrate the history of Fell’s Point? 

 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Robert_Long_House
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Little Italy  

 
Baltimore's Little Italy was founded in 1849 to serve the growing Italian population. The neighborhood is home 

to a large and active Italian ethnic community. The neighborhood strives to maintain its Italian heritage and 

traditions.  This is an old quaint Italian neighborhood in Baltimore City surviving and thriving for several 

generations. Its original immigrants emigrated from Italy in the mid-1800s into the early 1900s and by 1920 the 

neighborhood was 100% Italian. It boasts century-old row homes, family-run restaurants, bocce courts, cultural 

learning center, Sons of Italy lodge, and Catholic Italian parish:  St. Leo the Great Roman Catholic Church, 

established in 1881 and listed on the National Register of Historic Places.  Nicknamed 'The Neighborhood,' Little 

Italy is a tight-knit Italian community including residents of other ethnic backgrounds. Former Speaker of the 

House Nancy Pelosi grew up in Baltimore's Little Italy. Her father, Thomas D'Alesandro, Jr., was mayor of the 

city. MLB Hall of Famer Jim Palmer lives in Little Italy.  This is the final destination for all the Momentum City 

as Text groups.  This is where all the groups will discuss their findings and one representative, form each 

neighborhood, will share before the whole group a report about what the groups discovered in their 

neighborhoods. 

 

Assignment: 

Observe private use of public space.  

 Who is in the center of Little Italy? What brings them to the center of Little Italy? Observe activity in the 

streets of the neighborhood, what are people doing/saying? How is this public space organized? How is 

this space accessed? What connections does it have to the streets and buildings around it? How do people 

navigate the space? Consider how the space represents the past and/or present.  

Observe public use of private space.  

 Which buildings are open to the public for retail, dining, and recreation? Which buildings are residential 

and commercial?  What kinds of offices are located in these buildings?  Are the office buildings open to 

the public?  Do the public have access to the residential buildings?    

Consider how the space represents the past and/or present.  

 What is the architectural style of the buildings around Little Italy? Who lives in Little Italy? How have 

older structures been restored, preserved, re-purposed for the current economic and social needs of the 

community? What kind of historic markers, monuments, and sites illustrate the history of Little Italy? 

 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Nancy_Pelosi
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Thomas_D%27Alesandro,_Jr.
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Jim_Palmer

